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A recent survey found
that more than half of
retirees have
retirement planning
regrets. Unfortunately,
many of these retirees
had to cut back on
their lifestyles to
compensate for
financial shortfalls.1

Considering their most common regrets may
help you avoid making the same mistakes.

Not saving enough
More than one-third of retirees wish they had
saved more.2 How much is enough? The
amount you need depends on your other
sources of income and your anticipated
retirement lifestyle.

It might be helpful to consider the 4% rule, a
traditional guideline for the percentage of
savings that you may be able to withdraw each
year without depleting your nest egg over a
30-year retirement. For example, $100,000 in
savings would provide only $4,000 in annual
income. If you will need $20,000 from your
savings each year, you should have $500,000
socked away by the time you retire.
Withdrawing $40,000 annually might require $1
million in savings.

The longer you have before retirement, the
more time you have to take advantage of
long-term savings and compounding of
potential returns.

If you have a workplace plan, you might start by
saving enough to receive any employer match
and then increase your savings percentage by
1% each year until you reach 15% or more.
You may need to target a higher percentage if
you get a late start. Even if retirement is coming
soon, you might be surprised by how much you
can save if you focus on that goal.

Relying too much on Social Security
Social Security was never meant to meet all
your retirement income needs. The average
2019 monthly benefit of $1,461 for a retired
worker and $2,448 for a couple would hardly
provide a comfortable retirement. The 2019
maximum worker benefit of $2,861 at full
retirement age would be better, but that would
require maximum taxable Social Security
earnings for at least 35 years. If you postpone
claiming Social Security after reaching full
retirement age, your benefit increases by 8%
annually. For example, if you were born in 1960
or later, your full retirement age will be 67 under
current law, so working until age 70 would
increase your benefit by 24%.3

According to the most recent trustees report,
Social Security may be able to pay out only
77% of scheduled retirement benefits beginning
in 2034, unless Congress takes action to
strengthen the program.4 Considering the
importance of Social Security, it seems unlikely
that benefits will be reduced to that level, but
this is another reason not to count too much on
Social Security benefits for retirement income.

Not paying off debts
Carrying heavy debt can be a strain at any
stage of life, but it can be especially difficult for
retirees living on a fixed income. Paying off
your home before you retire not only reduces
your monthly expenses but also provides equity
that could be tapped if necessary for future
needs. Before paying off your mortgage,
however, it might be wise to pay off credit cards
and other high-interest loans.

The road to retirement can be challenging, but
avoiding the mistakes made by those who have
traveled before you may help you reach your
destination with fewer regrets.
1-2 National Association of Plan Advisors, December
8, 2018

3-4 Social Security Administration, 2019
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Five Retirement Lessons from Today's Retirees
Each year for its Retirement Confidence
Survey, the Employee Benefit Research
Institute (EBRI) surveys 1,000 workers and
1,000 retirees to assess how confident they are
in their ability to afford a comfortable retirement.
Once again, in 2019, retirees expressed
stronger confidence than workers: 82% of
retirees reported feeling "very" or "somewhat"
confident, compared with 67% of workers. A
closer look at some of the survey results
reveals various lessons today's workers can
learn from current retirees.

Current sources of retiree income
Let's start with a breakdown of the percentage
of retirees who said the following resources
provide at least a minor source of income:

• Social Security: 88%
• Personal savings and investments: 69%
• Defined benefit/traditional pension plan: 64%
• Individual retirement account: 61%
• Workplace retirement savings plan: 54%
• Product that guarantees monthly income:

33%
• Work for pay: 25%

Lesson 1: Don't count on work-related
earnings
Perhaps the most striking percentage is the last
one, given that 74% of today's workers expect
work-related earnings to be at least a minor
source of income in retirement. Currently, just
one in four retirees works for pay.

Lesson 2: Have realistic expectations
for retirement age
Building upon Lesson 1, it may benefit workers
to proceed with caution when estimating their
retirement age, as the Retirement Confidence
Survey consistently finds a big gap between
workers' expectations and retirees' actual
retirement age.

In 2019, the gap is three years: Workers said
they expect to retire at the median age of 65,
whereas retirees said they retired at a median
age of 62. Three years can make a big
difference when it comes to figuring out how
much workers need to accumulate by their first
year of retirement. Moreover, 34% of workers
reported that they plan to retire at age 70 or
older (or not at all), while just 6% of current
retirees fell into this category. In fact, almost
40% of retirees said they retired before age 60.
The reality is that more than four in 10 retirees
retired earlier than planned, often due to a
health issue or change in their organizations.

Estimating retirement age is one area where
workers may want to hope for the best but
prepare for the worst.

Lesson 3: Income is largely a result of
individual savings efforts
Even though 64% of current retirees have
defined benefit or pension plans, an even larger
percentage say they rely on current savings
and investments, and more than half rely on
income from IRAs and/or workplace plans.
Current workers are much less likely to have
defined benefit or pension plans, so it is even
more important that they focus on their own
savings efforts.

Fortunately, workers appear to be recognizing
this fact, as 82% said they expect their
workplace retirement savings plan to be a
source of income in retirement, with more than
half saying they expect employer plans to play
a "major" role.

Lesson 4: Some expenses, particularly
health care, may be higher than
expected
While most retirees said their expenses were
"about the same" or "lower than expected,"
approximately a third said their overall
expenses were higher than anticipated. Nearly
four out of 10 said health care or dental
expenses were higher.

Workers may want to take heed from this data
and calculate a savings goal that accounts
specifically for health-care expenses. They may
also want to familiarize themselves with what
Medicare does and does not cover (e.g., dental
and vision costs are not covered) and think
strategically about a health savings account if
they have the opportunity to utilize one at work.

Lesson 5: Keep debt under control
Just 26% of retirees indicated that debt is a
problem, while 60% of workers said this is the
case for them. Unfortunately, debt can hinder
retirement savings success: seven in 10
workers reported that their non-mortgage debt
has affected their ability to save for retirement.
Also consider that 32% of workers with a major
debt problem were not at all confident about
having enough money to live comfortably in
retirement, compared with just 5% of workers
who don't have a debt problem.

As part of their overall financial strategy,
workers may want to develop a plan to pay
down as much debt as possible prior to
retirement.

EBRI consistently finds that
setting a savings goal
increases the level of
confidence among today's
workers. Despite that fact,
just 42% of survey
respondents have tried to
determine a total retirement
savings goal, and less than
one-third have tried to
calculate how much they
may need for medical
expenses. Of those who
have calculated a total
savings goal, 34% have
found they will need $1
million or more to retire
comfortably.

Source: 2019 Retirement
Confidence Survey, EBRI
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Social Security: Shoring Up America's Safety Net
Ever since a legal secretary named Ida May
Fuller received the first Social Security
retirement check in 1940, Americans have been
counting on Social Security to provide much-
needed retirement income. For many older
Americans, Social Security is their main source
of guaranteed retirement income — income that
continues throughout their lifetimes and is
indexed for inflation every year (in 2019, the
cost-of-living adjustment, or COLA, was 2.8%).

Social Security provides more than just
retirement income, though. It also provides
disability and survivor insurance benefits. About
62 million people — more than one in six U.S.
residents — collected some type of Social
Security benefit in 2018, with approximately
80% of these recipients receiving Social
Security retirement or survivor benefits.1

How Social Security works
Social Security is a pay-as-you-go system,
which means that payments from current
workers (in the form of payroll taxes) fund
benefits for current beneficiaries. The payroll
tax rate for Social Security is 12.4%, with 6.2%
paid by the employee and 6.2% paid by the
employer (self-employed individuals pay the
entire 12.4%). These payroll taxes are
deposited into the Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance (OASI) trust fund (for retirement and
survivor benefits) and the Disability Insurance
(DI) trust fund (for disability payments).

Because of demographic and economic factors,
including higher retirement rates and lower birth
rates, there will be fewer workers per
beneficiary over the long term, worsening the
strain on the trust funds. This year, the trustees
of Social Security reported that the OASI trust
fund is projected to run out in 2034. After that,
payroll tax revenue alone would be sufficient to
pay 77% of scheduled benefits.

Ideas for reform
There has been little national consensus by
policymakers on how to deal with Social
Security's looming demographic challenges.
Meaningful reform will require broad bipartisan
support, and the trustees have urged Congress
to address Social Security's challenges sooner
rather than later, so that solutions will be less
drastic and can be implemented gradually,
lessening the impact on the public.

Some Social Security reform proposals on the
table include:

• Raising the current Social Security payroll tax
rate — according to the 2019 trustees report,
an immediate and permanent payroll tax
increase to 15.1% (up from the current
12.4%) would be necessary to address the

long-range revenue shortfall (16.05% if the
increase started in 2035)

• Raising or eliminating the ceiling on wages
currently subject to Social Security payroll
taxes ($132,900 in 2019)

• Raising the full retirement age beyond the
currently scheduled age of 67 (for anyone
born in 1960 or later)

• Reducing future benefits — to address the
long-term revenue shortfall, the trustees have
noted that scheduled benefits would have to
be immediately and permanently reduced by
about 17% for all current and future
beneficiaries, or by approximately 20% if
reductions were applied only to those who
initially become eligible for benefits in 2019 or
later

• Changing the formula that is used to calculate
benefits

• Changing the formula that is used to calculate
the annual cost-of-living adjustment for
benefits

Understand your retirement benefits
The amount you'll receive from Social Security
is based on the number of years you've worked,
the amount you've earned over your lifetime,
and the age when you file for benefits. Your
benefit is calculated using a formula that takes
into account your 35 highest earnings years,
but you don't need to work for that long to
qualify for retirement benefits. Generally, you
need to have earned a minimum of 40 work
credits, which is about 10 years of work in a job
covered by Social Security. If you haven't
worked long enough to qualify on your own, you
may qualify for spousal benefits based on your
spouse's work record. A spousal benefit
claimed at your full retirement age is generally
equal to 50% of the primary worker's full
benefit.

You can get an estimate of your future Social
Security retirement benefits by visiting the
Social Security website at ssa.gov and using
the Retirement Estimator tool or by viewing
your Social Security Statement. Your
personalized statement contains a detailed
record of your earnings history, as well as
estimates of the retirement, survivor, and
disability benefits you can expect at different
ages. To view your statement online, you'll first
need to register. If you haven't registered
online, you'll receive your Social Security
Statement in the mail every year if you are age
60 or older and not yet receiving benefits.
1 Top Ten Facts About Social Security, Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, August 14, 2018

Future projections

In 2019, the trustees of Social
Security reported that the
Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance (OASI) trust fund is
projected to run out in 2034. At
that time, payroll tax revenue
alone would be sufficient to pay
77% of scheduled benefits.
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How much will health care cost?
Retirement health-care costs will vary depending on your health and longevity, but it may help to
have a guideline. These are the estimated savings required for an individual or couple who
turned 65 in 2019 to have a 90% chance of meeting expenses for Medicare Part B health
insurance, Part D prescription drug coverage, Medigap Plan F, and out-of-pocket drug costs,
assuming median prescription drug expenses.* These estimates do not include services not
covered by Medicare or Medigap.

*Medigap Plan F is used for these estimates because it is the most comprehensive coverage
available and simplifies the calculation. However, this plan may not be available for new
beneficiaries after January 1, 2020. Current enrollees may keep Plan F, and most other plans will
remain available for new enrollees.

Source: Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2019

What health services aren't covered by Medicare?
Original Medicare — Part A
hospital insurance and Part B
medical insurance — offers
broad coverage, but many
services are not covered.

Some may be fully or partially covered by a
Part C Medicare Advantage Plan, which
replaces Original Medicare, or a Medigap
policy, which supplements Original Medicare.
Both are offered by Medicare-approved private
insurers. (You cannot have both a Medicare
Advantage Plan and a Medigap policy.)

Whether you are looking forward to Medicare in
the future or are already enrolled, you should
consider these potential expenses.

Deductibles, copays, and coinsurance.
Costs for covered services can add up, and —
unlike most private insurance — there is no
annual out-of-pocket maximum. Medicare
Advantage and Medigap plans may pay all or a
percentage of these costs and may include an
out-of-pocket maximum.

Prescription drugs. For coverage, you need to
enroll in a Part D prescription drug plan or a
Medicare Advantage plan that includes drug
coverage.

Dental and vision care. Original Medicare
does not cover routine dental or vision care.
Some Medicare Advantage and Medigap plans
may offer coverage for either or both of these
needs. You might also consider private dental
and/or vision insurance.

Hearing care and hearing aids. Some
Medicare Advantage plans may cover hearing
aids and exams.

Medical care outside the United States.
Original Medicare does not offer coverage
outside the United States. Some Medicare
Advantage and Medigap plans offer coverage
for emergency care abroad. You can also
purchase a private travel insurance policy.

Long-term care. Medicare does not cover
"custodial care" in a nursing home or home
health care. You may be able to purchase
long-term care (LTC) insurance from private
insurers.

A complete statement of coverage, including
exclusions, exceptions, and limitations, is found
only in the LTC insurance policy. It should be
noted that LTC insurance carriers have the
discretion to raise their rates and remove their
products from the marketplace.
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