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Contributing to a 401(k) or similar work-sponsored retirement plan is one of the easiest ways to invest for your
future. Plan contributions are automatically deducted from your pay and invested in a tax-advantaged account
before you receive your paycheck, which helps avoid the temptation to spend it.

Nearly 9 out of 10 employees who are eligible to participate in a 401(k) plan choose to do so, and they contribute
6.7% of their earnings, on average. Here's a look at where those contribution dollars go.

Source: Plan Sponsor Council of America, 2020 (2019 plan data)
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Should You Speed Up Your Retirement Plans?
According to a March 2021 survey, an estimated 2.8
million Americans ages 55 and older decided to file for
Social Security benefits earlier than they expected
because of COVID-19. This was about double the 1.4
million people in the same age group who said they
expected to work longer, presumably due to
pandemic-related financial losses.1

Many older workers were pushed into retirement after
losing their jobs, and others may have had health
concerns. Still, it appears that work-related stress and
the emotional toll of the pandemic caused a lot of
people to rethink their priorities and their retirement
timelines.

Annual increase in the number of retired baby
boomers (in millions)

Source: Pew Research Center, 2020

How do you know if you can realistically afford to retire
early? First and foremost, determine whether you will
have enough income to support the lifestyle you
envision. Instead of accumulating assets, you may
have to start draining your life savings to cover living
expenses. Here are four important factors to consider.

Lost Income and Savings
You may be sacrificing years of future earnings and
contributions to your retirement accounts. For
example, an early retiree who was making $80,000 per
year would forgo about $400,000 of salary over five
years or $800,000 over a decade, not counting
cost-of-living or merit increases. The 10-year total
rises to nearly $1 million when annual raises averaging
just 3% are included.

If the same retiree could have contributed 5% of salary
to an employer-sponsored retirement plan with a 100%
match, he or she would also miss out on $8,000 in
contributions in the first year, more than $40,000 over
five years, and almost $100,000 over 10 years.

Debt and Other Financial Responsibilities
If you are still paying a mortgage, have other debts, or
are supporting children or aging parents, you may not
be ready to retire. Ideally, you should be free of "extra"
financial responsibilities so you can focus on meeting
your own living expenses without a regular paycheck.

Reduced Social Security Benefits
The earliest age you can file for Social Security is 62,
but your benefit would be reduced to 70% or 75% of
your full retirement benefit — for the rest of your life. So
even if you do decide to retire, you might think about
waiting to claim your benefit until you reach full
retirement age (age 66 to 67, depending on the year
you were born) or longer if you have enough income
and/or savings to cover your expenses. For every year
you wait past your full retirement age, your benefits will
increase by 8% (up to age 70).

Higher Medical Costs
If you retire before you (or a spouse) become eligible
for Medicare at age 65, you could lose access to an
affordable employer-provided health plan. You can
purchase health insurance through the Health
Insurance Marketplace or a broker, but the age-based
premiums are more expensive for older applicants. For
two 60-year-olds with a household income of
$100,000, the average premium for a silver
Marketplace plan in 2021 is $708 per month ($8,500
per year), after subsidies. And if you seek medical
treatment, you'll typically need to cover copays,
deductibles, coinsurance, and some other expenses
(up to the plan's out-of-pocket maximum).2

Even with Medicare, it's estimated that a married
couple who retired at age 65 in 2020, with median
prescription drug expenses, would need $270,000 to
have a 90% chance of paying their health-care costs
throughout retirement.3

The bottom line is that some people might be giving up
more than they realize when they retire early. Before
you say goodbye to the working world, be sure you
have the resources to carry you through the next
phase of your life.
1) U.S. Census Bureau, 2021

2) Kaiser Family Foundation, 2021

3) Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2020
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Decisions, Decisions: Weighing the Pros and Cons of an IRA Rollover

If you lose a job, switch employers, or step into
retirement, you might consider rolling your retirement
plan savings into an IRA. But this isn't your only option;
it could make more sense to keep the money in your
previous employer's plan or move it to your new
employer's plan (if allowed by the plan).

You could also cash out, but that's rarely a good idea.
Withdrawals from tax-deferred retirement accounts are
taxed as ordinary income, and you could be hit with a
10% tax penalty if you are younger than 59½, unless
an exception applies.

Some employer plans permit in-service distributions,
which allow employees to take a partial distribution
from the plan and roll the money into an IRA. When
deciding what to do with your retirement assets, be
aware that IRAs are subject to different rules and
restrictions than employer plans such as 401(k)s.

What IRAs Have to Offer
There are many reasons to consider an IRA rollover.

Investment choice. The universe of investment
options in an IRA is typically much larger than the
selection offered by most employer plans. An IRA can
include individual securities and alternative
investments as well.

Retirement income. Some employer plans may
require you to take a lump-sum distribution when you
reach the plan's retirement age, and your distribution
options could be limited if you can leave your assets in
the plan. With an IRA, it's likely that there will be more
possibilities for generating income, and the timing and
amount of distributions are generally your decision
[until you must start taking required minimum
distributions (RMDs) at age 72].

Top Reasons for Most Recent IRA Rollover

Source: Investment Company Institute, 2021 (more than one reason
allowed per respondent)

Account consolidation. Consolidating your
investments into a single IRA may provide a clearer
picture of your portfolio's asset allocation. This could
make it easier to adjust your holdings as needed and
calculate RMDs.

Different exceptions. There are circumstances when
IRA owners may be able to withdraw money
penalty-free prior to age 59½, options that are not
available to employer plan participants. First-time
homebuyers (including those who haven't owned a
home in the previous two years) may be able to
withdraw up to $10,000 (lifetime limit) toward the
purchase of a home. IRA funds can also be withdrawn
to pay qualified higher-education expenses for
yourself, a spouse, children, or grandchildren. IRA
funds can even be used to pay for health insurance
premiums if you are unemployed.

When to Think Twice
For some people, there may be advantages to leaving
the money in an employer plan.

Specific investment options. Your employer's plan
may offer investments that are not available in an IRA,
and/or the costs for the investments offered in the plan
may be lower than those offered in an IRA.

Stronger creditor protection. Most qualified
employer plans receive virtually unlimited protection
from creditors under federal law. Your creditors cannot
attach your plan funds to satisfy any of your debts and
obligations, regardless of whether you've declared
bankruptcy. On the other hand, IRAs are generally
protected under federal law (up to $1,362,800) only if
you declare bankruptcy. Any additional protection will
depend on your state's laws.

The opportunity to borrow from yourself. Many
employer plans offer loan provisions, but you cannot
borrow money from an IRA. The maximum amount
that employer plan participants may borrow is 50% of
their vested account balance or $50,000, whichever is
less.

Penalty exception for separation from service.
Distributions from your employer plan won't be subject
to the 10% tax penalty if you retire during the year you
reach age 55 or later (age 50 for qualified public safety
employees). There is no such exception for IRAs.

Postponement of RMDs. If you work past age 72, are
still participating in your employer plan, and are not a
5% owner, you can delay your first RMD from that plan
until April 1 following the year in which you retire.
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A Map for Your Family

Prepared by Broadridge Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. Copyright 2021
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in this report does not purport to be a complete description of the securities, markets, or developments referred to in this material. This
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A will is an essential legal document that describes
how your estate should be distributed upon your
death. It is the basis for the probate process and can
serve as a guide for your heirs.

A letter of instruction — which has no legal status —
provides information that can help your loved ones
settle your estate and move forward with their lives.
You might consider it a map for your family.

Unlike a will, which must follow legal guidelines for
your state and may require an attorney, a letter of
instruction can be written yourself in any way you
choose. Here are some topics you may want to
address.

Financial accounts and account numbers, including
online user names and passwords. If you prefer not to
write down user names or passwords, the executor of
your estate should be able to access accounts with the
account numbers and your Social Security number.

List of documents and their locations, including (but
not limited to) your will, insurance policies, tax returns,
bank and investment account documents, real estate
deeds and mortgage documents, vehicle titles, Social
Security and Medicare cards, marriage and/or divorce
papers, and birth certificate.

Contact information for professionals who handle
your financial and legal affairs, such as your attorney,
financial advisor, insurance agent, and accountant.

Also include others who may be helpful, such as a
business partner or trusted friend.

Bills and creditors, including when payments are due
and other pertinent information, such as loan terms
and balances as of the date of the letter.

Your final wishes for burial or cremation, a funeral or
memorial service, organ donation, and charitable
contributions in your memory.

You might also include more personal thoughts or life
lessons that you want to pass on, or you could write a
separate letter. Keep your letter of instruction in a safe,
yet accessible place and tell your loved ones where it
can be found. It might be wise to give a copy of the
letter to the executor of your estate and other trusted
friends or advisers.

Be sure to review the letter regularly and update it as
appropriate. Your heirs will thank you for taking the
time to prepare.
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