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It's almost impossible to
overstate the importance of
taking the time to plan your
estate. Nevertheless, it's
surprising how many American
adults haven't done so. You

might think that those who are rich and famous
would be way ahead of the curve when it
comes to planning their estates properly,
considering the resources and lawyers
presumably available to them. Yet there are
plenty of celebrities and people of note who
died with inadequate (or nonexistent) estate
plans.

Most recently
The Queen of Soul, Aretha Franklin, died in
2018, leaving behind a score of wonderful
music and countless memories. But it appears
Ms. Franklin died without a will or estate plan in
place. Her four sons filed documents in the
Oakland County (Michigan) Probate Court
listing themselves as interested parties, while
Ms. Franklin's niece asked the court to appoint
her as personal representative of the estate.

All of this information is available to the public.
Her estate will be distributed according to the
laws of her state of residence (Michigan). In
addition, creditors will have a chance to make
claims against her estate and may get paid
before any of her heirs. And if she owned
property in more than one state (according to
public records, she did), then probate will likely
have to be opened in each state where she
owned property (called ancillary probate). The
settling of her estate could drag on for years at
a potentially high financial cost.

A few years ago
Prince Rogers Nelson, who was better known
as Prince, died in 2016. He was 57 years old
and still making incredible music and
entertaining millions of fans throughout the
world. The first filing in the Probate Court for
Carver County, Minnesota, was by a woman
claiming to be the sister of Prince, asking the
court to appoint a special administrator
because there was no will or other
testamentary documents. As of November
2018, there have been hundreds of court filings

from prospective heirs, creditors, and other
"interested parties." There will be no private
administration of Prince's estate, as the entire
ongoing proceeding is open and available to
anyone for scrutiny.

A long time ago
Here are some other notable personalities who
died many years ago without planning their
estates.

Pablo Picasso died in 1973 at the ripe old age
of 91, apparently leaving no will or other
testamentary instructions. He left behind nearly
45,000 works of art, rights and licensing deals,
real estate, and other assets. The division of his
estate assets took six years and included seven
heirs. The settlement among his nearest
relatives cost an estimated $30 million in legal
fees and other related costs.

The administration of the estate of Howard
Hughes made headlines for several years
following his death in 1976. Along the way,
bogus wills were offered; people claiming to be
his wives came forward, as did countless
alleged relatives. Three states — Nevada,
California, and Texas — claimed to be
responsible for the distribution of his estate.
Ultimately, by 1983, his estimated $2.5 billion
estate was split among some 22 "relatives" and
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.

Abraham Lincoln, one of America's greatest
presidents, was also a lawyer. Yet when he met
his untimely and tragic death at the hands of
John Wilkes Booth in 1865, he died intestate —
without a will or other testamentary documents.
On the day of his death, Lincoln's son, Robert,
asked Supreme Court Justice David Davis to
assist in handling his father's financial affairs.
Davis ultimately was appointed as the
administrator of Lincoln's estate. It took more
than two years to settle his estate, which was
divided between his surviving widow and two
sons.
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Key Retirement and Tax Numbers for 2019
Every year, the Internal Revenue Service
announces cost-of-living adjustments that affect
contribution limits for retirement plans and
various tax deduction, exclusion, exemption,
and threshold amounts. Here are a few of the
key adjustments for 2019.

Employer retirement plans
• Employees who participate in 401(k), 403(b),

and most 457 plans can defer up to $19,000
in compensation in 2019 (up from $18,500 in
2018); employees age 50 and older can defer
up to an additional $6,000 in 2019 (the same
as in 2018).

• Employees participating in a SIMPLE
retirement plan can defer up to $13,000 in
2019 (up from $12,500 in 2018), and
employees age 50 and older can defer up to
an additional $3,000 in 2019 (the same as in
2018).

IRAs
The combined annual limit on contributions to
traditional and Roth IRAs increased to $6,000
in 2019 (up from $5,500 in 2018), with
individuals age 50 and older able to contribute
an additional $1,000. For individuals who are
covered by a workplace retirement plan, the
deduction for contributions to a traditional IRA
is phased out for the following modified
adjusted gross income (AGI) ranges:

2018 2019

Single/head
of household
(HOH)

$63,000 -
$73,000

$64,000 -
$74,000

Married filing
jointly (MFJ)

$101,000 -
$121,000

$103,000 -
$123,000

Married filing
separately
(MFS)

$0 - $10,000 $0 - $10,000

Note: The 2019 phaseout range is $193,000 -
$203,000 (up from $189,000 - $199,000 in
2018) when the individual making the IRA
contribution is not covered by a workplace
retirement plan but is filing jointly with a spouse
who is covered.

The modified AGI phaseout ranges for
individuals to make contributions to a Roth IRA
are:

2018 2019

Single/HOH $120,000 -
$135,000

$122,000 -
$137,000

MFJ $189,000 -
$199,000

$193,000 -
$203,000

MFS $0 - $10,000 $0 - $10,000

Estate and gift tax
• The annual gift tax exclusion for 2019 is

$15,000, the same as in 2018.
• The gift and estate tax basic exclusion

amount for 2019 is $11,400,000, up from
$11,180,000 in 2018.

Kiddie tax
Under the kiddie tax rules, unearned income
above $2,200 in 2019 (up from $2,100 in 2018)
is taxed using the trust and estate income tax
brackets. The kiddie tax rules apply to: (1)
those under age 18, (2) those age 18 whose
earned income doesn't exceed one-half of their
support, and (3) those ages 19 to 23 who are
full-time students and whose earned income
doesn't exceed one-half of their support.

Standard deduction

2018 2019

Single $12,000 $12,200

HOH $18,000 $18,350

MFJ $24,000 $24,400

MFS $12,000 $12,200

Note: The additional standard deduction
amount for the blind or aged (age 65 or older)
in 2019 is $1,650 (up from $1,600 in 2018) for
single/HOH or $1,300 (the same as in 2018) for
all other filing statuses. Special rules apply if
you can be claimed as a dependent by another
taxpayer.

Alternative minimum tax (AMT)

2018 2019

Maximum AMT exemption amount

Single/HOH $70,300 $71,700

MFJ $109,400 $111,700

MFS $54,700 $55,850

Exemption phaseout threshold

Single/HOH $500,000 $510,300

MFJ $1,000,000 $1,020,600

MFS $500,000 $510,300

26% rate on AMTI* up to this amount, 28%
rate on AMTI above this amount

MFS $95,550 $97,400

All others $191,100 $194,800

*Alternative minimum taxable income
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Reviewing Your Estate Plan
An estate plan is a map that explains how you
want your personal and financial affairs to be
handled in the event of your incapacity or
death. Due to its importance and because
circumstances change over time, you should
periodically review your estate plan and update
it as needed.

When should you review your estate
plan?
Reviewing your estate plan will alert you to any
changes that need to be addressed. For
example, you may need to make changes to
your plan to ensure it meets all of your goals, or
when an executor, trustee, or guardian can no
longer serve in that capacity. Although there's
no hard-and-fast rule about when you should
review your estate plan, you'll probably want to
do a quick review each year, because changes
in the economy and in the tax code often occur
on a yearly basis. Every five years, do a more
thorough review.

You should also review your estate plan
immediately after a major life event or change
in your circumstances. Events that should
trigger a review include:

• There has been a change in your marital
status (many states have laws that revoke
part or all of your will if you marry or get
divorced) or that of your children or
grandchildren.

• There has been an addition to your family
through birth, adoption, or marriage
(stepchildren).

• Your spouse or a family member has died,
has become ill, or is incapacitated.

• Your spouse, your parents, or another family
member has become dependent on you.

• There has been a substantial change in the
value of your assets or in your plans for their
use.

• You have received a sizable inheritance or
gift.

• Your income level or requirements have
changed.

• You are retiring.
• You have made (or are considering making) a

change to any part of your estate plan.

Some things to review
Here are some things to consider while doing a
periodic review of your estate plan:

• Who are your family members and friends?
What is your relationship with them? What
are their circumstances in life? Do any have
special needs?

• Do you have a valid will? Does it reflect your
current goals and objectives about who
receives what after you die? Is your choice of
an executor or a guardian for your minor
children still appropriate?

• In the event you become incapacitated, do
you have a living will, durable power of
attorney for health care, or Do Not
Resuscitate order to manage medical
decisions?

• In the event you become incapacitated, do
you have a living trust or durable power of
attorney to manage your property?

• What property do you own and how is it titled
(e.g., outright or jointly with right of
survivorship)? Property owned jointly with
right of survivorship passes automatically to
the surviving owner(s) at your death.

• Have you reviewed your beneficiary
designations for your retirement plans and life
insurance policies? These types of property
pass automatically to the designated
beneficiaries at your death.

• Do you have any trusts, living or
testamentary? Property held in trust passes
to beneficiaries according to the terms of the
trust. There are up-front costs and often
ongoing expenses associated with the
creation and maintenance of trusts.

• Do you plan to make any lifetime gifts to
family members or friends?

• Do you have any plans for charitable gifts or
bequests?

• If you own or co-own a business, have
provisions been made to transfer your
business interest? Is there a buy-sell
agreement with adequate funding? Would
lifetime gifts be appropriate?

• Do you own sufficient life insurance to meet
your needs at death? Have those needs been
evaluated?

• Have you considered the impact of gift,
estate, generation-skipping, and income
taxes, both federal and state?

This is just a brief overview of some ideas for a
periodic review of your estate plan. Each
person's situation is unique. An estate planning
attorney may be able to assist you with this
process.

An estate plan should be
reviewed periodically,
especially after a major life
event. Here are some ideas
about when to review your
estate plan and some things
to review when you do.
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Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
does not guarantee that the foregoing
material is accurate or complete. This
information is not a complete summary or
statement of all available data necessary for
making an investment decision and does not
constitute a recommendation. The
information contained in this report does not
purport to be a complete description of the
securities, markets, or developments referred
to in this material. This information is not
intended as a solicitation or an offer to buy or
sell any security referred to herein.
Investments mentioned may not be suitable
for all investors. The material is general in
nature. Past performance may not be
indicative of future results. Raymond James
Financial Services, Inc. does not provide
advice on tax, legal or mortgage issues.
These matters should be discussed with the
appropriate professional.

Benoist Wealth Strategies, Inc. is not a
registered broker/dealer and is independent
of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.,
member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered
through Raymond James Financial Services,
Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment
advisory services offered through Raymond
James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

How can I protect my personal and financial information
from credit fraud and identity theft?
In today's digital world,
massive computer hacks and
data breaches are common
occurrences. And chances

are, your personal or financial information is
now susceptible to being used for credit fraud
or identity theft. If you discover that you are the
victim of either of these crimes, you should
consider placing a credit freeze or fraud alert on
your credit report to protect yourself.

A credit freeze prevents new credit and
accounts from being opened in your name.
Once you obtain a credit freeze, creditors won't
be allowed to access your credit report and
therefore cannot offer new credit. This helps
prevent identity thieves from applying for credit
or opening fraudulent accounts in your name.

To place a credit freeze on your credit report,
you must contact each credit reporting agency
separately either by phone or by filling out an
online form. Keep in mind that a credit freeze is
permanent and stays on your credit report until
you unfreeze it. This is important, because if
you want to apply for credit with a new financial
institution in the future, open a new bank
account, or even apply for a job or rent an

apartment, you will need to "unlock" or "thaw"
the credit freeze with each credit reporting
agency.

A less drastic option is to place a fraud alert on
your credit report. A fraud alert requires
creditors to take extra steps to verify your
identity before extending any existing credit or
issuing new credit in your name. To request a
fraud alert, you only have to contact one of the
three major reporting agencies, and the
information will be passed along to the other
two.

Recently, as part of the Economic Growth,
Regulatory Relief and Consumer Protection Act
of 2018, Congress made several changes to
credit rules that benefit consumers. Under the
new law, consumers are now allowed to
"freeze" and "unfreeze" their credit reports free
of charge at all three of the major credit
reporting bureaus, Equifax, Experian, and
TransUnion. In addition, the law extends initial
fraud alert protection to one full year.
Previously, fraud alerts expired after 90 days
unless they were renewed.

How can I tell if a crowdsourcing campaign is a scam?
Crowdsourcing can be an
effective way to raise funds for
a variety of causes, but it's
also a great opportunity for
scam artists to take advantage

of your goodwill. Before you donate to a
crowdsourcing campaign, help protect yourself
from being scammed by following these tips.

Check the campaign creator's credibility. If
you don't personally know the campaign
creator, it might be worth your time to review
his or her social media profiles. This should be
easy to do, since most crowdsourcing platforms
link social media accounts to campaigns. When
you visit a profile, look for red flags. Does the
profile seem new? Does the campaign creator
have friends or followers listed on the profile?
Does the campaign creator have just one social
media account? Does the profile seem active or
old/unused? Answering "yes" to any of these
questions should cause you to question the
legitimacy of a crowdsourcing campaign.

Research the crowdsourcing platform. Many
different crowdsourcing platforms exist, from
the well established to the startups with no

track record. Review a platform's terms and
policies before you donate to one of its
crowdsourcing campaigns. Find out how long
it's been in business and whether it evaluates
or checks out campaign creators. Determine
whether the platform will refund money or take
responsibility for a crowdsourcing campaign
scam. Remember to look for the secure lock
symbol and the letters https: in the address bar
of your Internet browser — this indicates that
you're navigating to a legitimate web address.

Consider the timing of the campaign. Be
wary of campaigns that are created after
national disasters. It's unfortunate, but scam
artists often exploit tragedies to appeal to your
sense of generosity. In the case of disaster
relief, bear in mind that it's probably safer to
donate money to established nonprofit
organizations with proven track records than to
a crowdsourcing campaign.

If you've been defrauded or suspect fraudulent
activity, report your experience to the
crowdsourcing platform. You can also file a
complaint with the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC).
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