
Garage door and  
exterior lights 
Programmed to open and 
illuminate when your car 
approaches home. 

Coffee maker 
Percolates first thing.

Sensors 
Get alerts when your 

plumbing springs a leak 
or your dog leaves the 

yard. The lights and the 
TV turn off when you 

leave the house, and the 
thermostat goes into 
energy-saving mode.

Lights  
LED smart 
bulbs can make 
it look like someone 
is at home, and they’ll 
help you save on energy. 
Bonus fun factor? The 
color can be customized, and 
the bulbs can be programmed to 
alert you when an email arrives 
or to shine green when traffic 
along your commute is light.

Outlets 
Automate your home with 
an outlet that allows you 
to control whatever’s 
plugged into it from a 
mobile device. Belkin 
WeMo outlets ($59) 
take it a step further by 
monitoring energy use.

Thermostat 
Learning thermostats 

determine the most 
efficient, energy-

saving settings for 
your preferences. 

Door lock 
Outfitted with a 
camera and Wi-Fi.

Hubs  
The centralized “brain” 
integrates your home’s 

connected devices into one app 
so everything works together. 

You can program an impromptu 
party with lights, video and 

music at a touch of a button.

Interactive cooktop 
Surf the web while 
you sauté.Speakers  

Your smart home needs 
a voice. A wireless 
speaker can stream 
music from various 
sources and greet 
you with the weather 
report upon waking.

The smart home
Imagine a home that can take a photo of who’s knocking and send it to your phone, switch on lights and heating when you wake up, 

or alert you when Fido jumps the fence. This kind of customization and peace of mind is no longer a dream for the average consumer –  

all you need is some do-it-yourself hardware, an Internet connection and a mobile device. Here are some of the most buzz-worthy 

home automation products you can control from your smartphone. These connected gadgets may someday do more than just adjust 

the environment to our preferences, with applications in home healthcare and wellness especially intriguing.
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